Minibus

We are so excited to have our own minibus. In the current financial climate, this would not be
possible without a successful charity bid and the support of our amazing Parent Teacher
Association.

Every penny raised by the PTA goes towards enriching school life and extending opportunities
for our pupils.

| would like to thank the PTA and all of the volunteers who have supported at events over recent
years. The PTA are tireless in researching and implementing new ways to raise funds to support
our school. We are so grateful for their energy, enthusiasm and commitment.




Message from Headteacher

Over the last five years, the PTA have enabled us to reduce the cost to families of trips and
residential visits by subsidising coach travel. They have supported investment in ICT resources
and the development of our Forest School outdoor classroom.

The PTA are in the process of organising the Summer Fair, which will take place on Friday 4th
July. Any volunteers to join the working party to support planning this event are welcomed. If
you can help, please complete the Volunteer Survey on School Spider.

Requests for Time Off During Term-Time

Families will be aware that the financial penalties for time out of school during term-time
increased in August 2024. Fines apply per parent, per child. This means, for example, that if you
are taking a child out of school for a holiday, where applicable, both parents would be fined.
Our school factsheet relating to time off during term-time is included with the newsletter.

| would urge parents and carers to submit requests for time off during term-time to us well in
advance. We try to work with families to avoid penalties for time out of school wherever we can.
If the request for time off is received too late, our options to help are very limited as often the
arrangements have already been made.

Please submit requests for time off well in advance and ideally before making any booking so
we can work with you where possible. This will help families to try to avoid financial penalties for
time out of school during the school term.

Rock Kidz

The school was alive with the sound of rock on Thursday! We enjoyed a fantastic day with the
Rock Kidz who provided a memorable day of activities to promote perseverance and
determination.

Thank you to all of the children and staff who did us proud
coming in their best rock star attire. Thanks to Mrs Stirk who
arranged this day to remember!

Congratulations

Huge congratulations to Tamsyn Boaden, a member of our
Teaching Assistant team. Miss Boaden has been accepted
onto a teaching training programme starting in September
2025. Miss Boaden will remain with us until the end of this
academic year. | am sure you will join me in wishing her every
success in the future.




Holidays during term time:
What the new rules mean for me

From September 2024, the new National Framework
for issuing penalty notices will apply.

As a school, we fully appreciate the
financial difficulties that some
parents face when booking holidays,
particularly during school holidays.

However, school is duty bound to
comply with the regulations set by the
local authority and national protocols.

A Fixed Penalty Notice (FPN) is a fine
which may be issued for taking
children out of school during term
time for the purpose of leisure or
recreation.

Second Offence

(within 3 years of the first offence)

Where it is deemed appropriate to issue a
second Penalty Notice to the same parent for
the same pupil within 3 years of the first notice.
The second Penalty Notice will be charge at:

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days
(Unpaid Penalty Notices after 28 days may

result in a prosecution)

Child1 child2 Parent1 Parent 2
£160 £160 £320 £320 = £640
The 10 school week period may span different
terms or school years (e.g. 2 sessions of
unauthorised absence in the Summer Term
and a further 8 within the Autumn Term).

%

First Offence

The first time a Penalty Notice is issued for a
Term Time Holiday or Irregular School
Attendance, the Penalty Notice will be charged
at:

£160 per parent, per child paid within 28 days.
Reduced to £80 per parents, per child if paid
within 21 days

Your holiday will not be authorised and you
should speak to school before booking because
your child will miss 5 school days, you will be
issued a penalty notice fine.

Child1 child2 Parent
£160 £160 £320

The initial fine is £320 but if paid within 21 days it
will be reduced to £160

Third Offence

(within 3 years of the First Offence)

The third time that an offence is committed for
either a term time holiday and/or irregular

attendance, a Penalty Notice will not be issued.
The case may be proceeded straight to
prosecution/court.

The 3 year period can cover primary and
secondary school periods eg: first offence in year
5 of primary and 2nd offence in year 7.

- ——

For more information:
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/res

/.l
idents/educotion-ond-leorninQ/eorlg;“'
years-and-childcare/eduycation-welfare=

service/fixed-penalty-notices/taking-

children-on-holiday-during-term-time







National Assessements

It is the time of year when we are planning for national assessment for some year groups.

Thank you for avoiding holidays in term-time during the school year. It is particularly vital that
children are not absent from school during national tests.

The year groups involved and the dates for national examinations are shown below.
Year Group Date Test

Week beginning

12th May National SAT Tests

Week beginning

Multiplication Tables Test
ond June ultiplication Tables Tes

Week beginning

9th June Phonics Screening Test

Any Year 2 pupils who did not pass the
phonics test in Year 1 last year, will resit this
test.

Week beginning
9th June

During May, Year 2 pupils will sit optional tests
May 2025 to inform teacher assessment of children’s
reading, grammar and mathematics levels.

Pupil Forum

Solomon and Maddie in Year 5 are part of our local pupil forum and are in the process of
arranging a sports festival at King George V Sports Hub in Blacon on July 9th. The aim of the
festival is to promote all the sports that are on offer in Chester and to encourage children to
take part in more sports. They are looking for local sports clubs who can come on the day and
demonstrate what they have to offer, giving children the chance to find out what they do and to
have a go at the sport.

If you are part of a sports club and would be able to take part in this or know someone who
might, please can you contact Solomon and Maddie via the school office so that they can make
contact and organise the details?
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The School Hall was transformed on Thursday into a full School of
Rock experience!

P5 PLUS

What an amazing day we had for the whole school and HETTY! From
start to finish, it was full of fun, dance-offs, jumping, and plenty of
self-esteem raising, riotous laughter!

The energy, the music, the dancing was infectious - everyone got
involved and it was incredible to see the school and nursery rocking
together!

A huge thank you to Rock Kidz for bringing the fun- The energy was
through the roof!






DRAWING COMPETITION

our fabulous Art Ambassadors invite you to take
part in their Easter Egg Competition!

Decorate your eqq is the style of a famous artist - Miss Foy,
Miss Wilson and Miss Taylor chose Van Gogh, Picasso and
Britto for their designs. wWho's style will you choose?

Entry Forms were sent home earlier this week - hand your completed design in the School
of fice by Wednesday 2nd April to be in the draw for a special treat!




Football

Last Friday, we took three incredible

teams to Dee Point to play in a football
tournament, our Year 3-4 team, our 5-6
boys team and our Year 5-6 girls team.

S B i i Allthe children played really well and
Pan N e were a credit to the school,

o S\ " A | Unfortunately the results didn't go our
/B = M= \way this time but as the matches went
, 2 on the teams got stronger as they got
= ~ - used to playing together - we will be

. 8 AW G ready for the next ones!

2

| County Hockey Finals

On Wednesday, our hockey
team ventured to Alderley
Edge to take part in the
county finals against teams
from across Cheshire.

- We played really well and
scored some excellent goals.
The event was a great
experience for all the children
and the new minibus got its
first run out!

UPCOMING
EVENTS

21 March Curling County Finals

24 March Cross Country

25 March Y5-6 Netball Tournament



’ Heath won the trophy for effort and endeavour for
his football team Upton JFC!
Sofi has achieved her Level 2 gymnastics award
whilst Ivy ¢ leted her Level 1 and 2 and both Sofia
and Esme, Level 3!

Connie not only achieved her level 5 swimming but
also swam 100 metres! Phew! i

Grandparents,
Parents, and
Carers, you are
invited to )oin us
for a go0d old
sing-song!

A

Our Sing-Along-
Shine-Along
sessionsS are a new
event aimed to
bring communities
and generations
together for some
fun and smiles!

1 ] ‘V(:\ "), . L '!_vw?
dtesle, CE Primany Sches!




CBT GROUP INTERVENTIONS
FOR PARENTS OF ANXIOUS
CHILDREN

FREE NHS
SPRING/SUMMER 2025 GROUF group

interventions
for parents.

Triple P Fear-Less

For parents/carers of school aged children 6 to 14 years with moderate anxiety
Issues. Triple P Fear Less is an evidence based intervention delivered over 6
weeks and includes understanding about anxiety, learning to encourage your

child’s coping skills to manage their anxiety; building on problems solving skills

and gaining confidence as a parent supporting your child.

How?
Face to Face Group
2 x hrs a week for
6 weeks

Where?
Blacon Children’s Centre,
Carlisle Road,
Chester, CH1 5DB

Please let your child’s school know if you are interested in
the Triple P Fear-Less group and school can then complete
a referral form into MHST.

Support,
Friendly Parents/carers MUST then attend one of the registration
ud ’;‘r’"]‘éntal sessions. Information about the registration will be sent
judg to Parents/Carers following schools referral. ®
Helping to improve the lives of J‘ﬁ'} H 6@@
everyone in our communities M—r"'\d' www.cwn.nhe.uk



DO A LATCH-HOOK PROJECT
RITE A SHORT STORY

TAKE A NATURE WALK
JAKE'SOME'PHOTOGRAPHS

VOLUNTEER TO HELP SOMEONE

GO'FORA'BIKERIDE

SPRING CLEAN YOUR'BEDROOM

FLYSAKITE

IRY'SOME NEW FOOD
ALK TO TOUR FRIEND
LOOK IN AN ATLAS
EIEND TIME WITH YOUR PET
VE A BUBBLE BATH

DO A JIGSAW
SOLVE A CROSSWORD PUZZLE
VISIT A LIBRARY
VISIT A MUSEUM




A great course that covers
essential topics for parents of
children in the primary years

el T
&) ‘

= HE PRIMARY YEAR
4PM-5PM IN SCHOL WITH MRS BOWES (HETTY), -
MRS CHESTER (HETTY), MRS JEFFS AND MRS COOPER S

WERHMPER B 2755 5aR3S - 2edaviiui AnD SUUNDARIES -
TUESDAY 29TH APRIL - IT'S NOT JUST ME

TUESDAY 13TH MAY - LOVE THEM AND LET THEM KNOW

TUESDAY 168TH JUNE - IT'S GOOD TO TALK V ot

TUESDAY 8TH JULY - CREATING A SENSE OF BELONGING

S

www.careforthefamily.org.uk



We are supporting Comic Relief on Friday 15th March, raising funds for families less fortunate
than ourselves. Children are invited to wear their own clothes and we are asking families to
donate on the School Gateway app if they can.

Non-uniform Day
Friday
21st March

Friday Assembly

Parents and carers are invited to Friday Assembly when their child’s class is presenting. If you
are able to join us, please refrain from parking in the visitors’ car park as the gates will close

during the assembly.

Friday 21st March RM (Miss McDonald)
Friday 28th March 6B (Miss Buckley)
Friday 25th April 5R (Miss Rennocks)
Friday 2nd May 4K (Mrs King)
Friday 9th May 3S) (Mrs Jones/Mrs Stirk)
Friday 16th May 2C (Miss Carter)
Friday 6th June 1) (Mrs Jeffs)
Friday 13th June 6M (Mrs Millington)
Friday 27th June 4C (Miss Cotgreave)
Friday 4th July 3U (Mr Underhill)
Friday 11th July 2El (Mrs Elston/Mrs Inns)

Friday 18th July 1H (Miss Hildebrandt)




Times Tables Rockstar Champions

The exciting Times Table
Rockstars Competition continues!

<

This week’s winners are:

Next Week's Menu

___MONDAY _____ TUESDAY | WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY | FRIDAY ___

Breaded
Chicken/Quorn
Goujons, Potato
Wedges and
Seasonal
Vegetables

Jacket Potato
with either Tuna,
Cheese or Baked
Beans

Tuna, Ham or
Cheese Sandwich

Sticky Toffee
pudding with
custard

Mac and cheese
served with
Garlic Bread and
Seasonal
Vegetables

Jacket Potato
with either Tuna,
Cheese or Baked
Beans

Tuna, Ham or
Cheese Sandwich

Chocolate
Mudslider

Roast
Gammon/Quorn
with
Roast/Mashed
Potatoes, Gravy
and Seasonal
Vegetables

Jacket Potato
with either Tuna,
Cheese or Baked
Beans

Tuna, Ham or
Cheese Sandwich

Trio of Melon

Chicken/Quorn
Tikka Masala
Curry with Rice,
Naan Bread and
Seasonal
Vegetables or
Hot Cheese &
Ham Wrap with
cucumber and
carrot sticks
Jacket Potato
with either Tuna,
Cheese or Baked
Beans

Tuna, Ham or
Cheese Sandwich

Strawberry Ice
Cream Cake

Cheese and
Tomato Pizza
served with Chips
and Peas or
Baked Beans

Jacket Potato
with either Tuna,
Cheese or Baked
Beans

Tuna or Cheese
Sandwich

Shortbread
Finger
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Joinus to discover what =
we’ve been learningd and
shareinad unigque me oY

opportunitg 1o exp\.o.re the i
diverse and exciting
projects we have bee:\
working on this year:

Parents and carers are invited to our spectacular year group
Showcases at All Saints’ Church (Hoole Road) *

R‘W 3rd July 2.15pm
(* in school)
» YEAR 1 1th June 1.45pm

* VEAR 2 19th March 1.45pm
YEAR 3 7th May 1.45pm

YEAR & 14th May 1.45pm
*

x

YEAR 8§ 30th April 1.45pm

VEAR € 18th June 1.45pm



Many happy FETUrn=
to all our

irthday buddies:

= ° =2 To)\"
We hop€ yet J{UJ(
y our hirthday book:

Let's Celebrate!

The following children received a class honour for letting their light shine this week!

Evelyn T
— Xander H
Lily M
AliceLF
Bodhi G

Genevieve B

Layla J-W




Key Dates




\Aa\f Tern,

Wednesday 9th April 2015
Upton Village Hall
Ages 6-8
9am-3pm
£AQ

CHESHIRE =

FOOTBALL TRIALS "~

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW TO JOINUS
PREMIER LEAGUE, CHAMPIONSHIP &
LEAGUE TWO SCOUTS IN ATTENDANCE

AGED UNDER 8 - UNDER 9
(HIGH LEVEL GRASSROOT PLAYER)

SANDBACH UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB
CwWi 3Lz

£50 FORTHEDAY

ANDBALU H UNITED
9:00-15:00@5

.
LX)

n.’.‘

-

Chelsea s 2 fully qualdied primary Che &s 2 traimed yugn Teacher,
schosl teadver wd witstnding tater helistic therapist and seund fackitator.
secial meda: @mishalldtstaring sechal medie: @heabatheles
What we'll be doing: fowe Iilo Spring
Spring themed book
Stery Ume yega with ‘\\
S 4 blankets & teddes

Credlion Stalioa
Mindidl crefts to stk and ghe PR
Cregte onn vised Sory with ¢
sfural resowrces & giirer ‘\____‘
Show @d tel S

"~
'
'
g
'
/

Learsing Time
What happens in Spring?
\‘ How de plasts grow?
LINCH g R
(being your oua) ¢ Decorgling thtir very own plaal pol
S/ Plating seeds of their dhelce

Spring_Sensery Celebration

Dammg
Mesical instruments

Enjey Stnsery cquipmert
(Foam, Wice, Sand, Sod c)

cananne
SN

HOPETINE

In aid of

HOSPICE

OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD

BARN DANCE

SHAVE THE DONKEY'BAND

ha

SATURDAY 17TH MAY 2025

ST. COLUMBAS CHURCH HALL NEWHALL ROAD. CHESTER CH2 ISA
DOORS OPEN 7PM | DANCING STARTS 7:30PM - 11PM
£20.00 A TICKET THIS INCLUDES HOT FOOD
FOR TICKETS EMAIL
HOOLEHOSPICEGROUP@HOTMAIL.COM
OR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL 07861 049 281

Proudly sponsored by Osprey Windows, Maltbys of
Chester, Taylor Brown Solicitors , Hargreaves & Wood
Accountants, Lewis Ice cream



