
Message from Headteacher
February at last! January has been a long month but, as usual for our school, it has been full of
magic moments. We have started the year with so many things to be proud of:

Year 6 learners completing their Bikeability qualifications in difficult weather conditions
showing perseverance and enthusiasm;

Our cross-country runners being awarded so many gold, silver and bronze medals for their
efforts in the series of races before Christmas;

Our Year 6 boys’ team scooping gold in the Cross Country team series;

The array of school after school clubs re-starting with children engaging in sports, arts,
languages, dance and choir activities with our clubs offer being extended further by
collaboration with external partners such as Chester University and All Saints’ Church;

The conduct and behaviour of every member of our school family during our wonderful day
out at Chester Zoo;

Third place in the recent athletics competition against tough local competition;

The engagement of our Year five students in Viking Day;

Success of our staff, Miss Foy, Miss Wilson and Miss Taylor, in achieving qualifications and
certificates;

Tremendous response to our Attendance competition and the Attendance Slam Dunk;

Older children mentoring and supporting younger children to let their lights shine in many
different ways;

Unprecedented interest in our school for Reception places in 2024. We have hosted several
tours and open evenings for prospective families, adding additional events to cater for the
huge interest our school.

Another huge success is the outcome of our Environmental Health inspection last week. Our school
kitchen was awarded five stars in recognition of systems for food preparation, food storage and
cleanliness. Congratulations and thank you to our school cook, Mrs Sue Stokes, and her team for
their diligence in maintaining such exemplary standards.
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Governors’ Update

We are delighted to have a full governing body in place with highly skilled and experienced
governors supporting the work of our school. In addition to Tom Williams, the latest parent
governor to join us, other recent recruits are Councillor Adam Langan and ex-PCSO Keith Bartlett.
Councillor Langan’s area of responsibility is Cheshire West & Chester Children’s Services. Keith
Bartlett is a great friend of our school who still works with us in support of our pupils and the local
community, despite his retirement last year.

Governors show a consistent and unfailing commitment to the success of our school. Governors
attended a safeguarding training session on 23rd January led by an external safeguarding
consultant to ensure that they are fully informed about national and local safeguarding
developments.

Certificate Success

Miss Taylor has let her light shine this week. She has attended two-day training on Mental Health
First Aid. Miss Taylor now joins Mrs Robertson and Mrs Williamson in being qualified mental health
first aiders. We are so lucky to have this capacity in our school family.

Medical Appointments

Where possible, we ask that appointments for routine check-ups, for example, with dentists and
opticians, are made outside the school day or at weekends, where possible.

Where your child does have a medical or hospital appointment which falls within the school day, it
is better to bring them into school for their morning mark before they go for the appointment. If a
child has an appointment at 9.45am, for example, and does not come into school until after their
appointment, their percentage attendance would be affected by the missing morning mark.

Slam Dunk

We try to find as many ways to reward children in as many ways we can. We are running our
Attendance Slam Dunk this half term for Year 2 - 6. It is called Slam Dunk because it is based on a
basketball match.

Each week, teams with strong attendance go through to the next round. The two classes with the
least strong attendance are put onto the bench. This means they do not progress to the next
week’s round.

Currently the following classes are still in the competition: 2EI, 3WK, 4K and 6R with 2C, 3U, 4SJ, 5M,
5S and 6B in the bench.

However, over coming weeks, the teams on the bench with the highest attendance will go back into
the Slam Dunk competition as Wildcards. This means that they will still be eligible to win the
competition and win the grand prize of an afternoon of activities the winning class chooses. We are
looking forward to seeing who re-enters and who will be crowned victorious!
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Children's Mental Health Week is a mental health awareness campaign that 
empowers, equips and gives a voice to all children and young people in the 
UK. Launched in 2015, the week exists to empower, equip and give a voice to 
every child in the UK. This year’s theme is My Voice Matters. Every child has 
the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all matters affecting 
them, and to have their views considered and taken seriously. 

In school we do this by:

Children Mental Health Week

Preparing for life beyond
primary school by building

confidence and self-esteem
through school sleep-overs,

residential trips and
Bikeability training

Writing letters
of Gratitude

Clubs andopportunities forchildren to developtheir skills, find newtalents and try newexperiences

Pupil
feedback
forums

PSHE
Lessons

Building trusting and empathic
relationships with all our pupils

and their families through
Pastoral Care and Meet the

Teacher sessions.

Holding whole
school votes when

important decisions
need to be made.

Talking openly about
mental health to remove
the taboo around it– not

just one-off assemblies or
PSHE lessons.

Celebrating
success,

achievements
and progress

Providing a safe
place to seek

advice and
support

Promoting
resilience

development

Promoting

mindfullness through

activities such yoga

and meditation,

breathing exercises

and clubs such as

Zentangle club.

Empowering children and young people can have a positive impact on their health and well-
being. For example, children and young people who feel that their voices are heard - and
that what they say makes a difference - have higher levels of self-efficacy and self-esteem.
They also have a greater sense of community – and as people become empowered, they can
work together to create positive changes for themselves and for others.

Miss Carter wrote a wonderful Mental Health and Well-being Toolkit
guide, containing simple relaxation and breathing techniques. You can find it on the school
website, along with all her breathing technique videos by visiting,
www.hooleceprimary.co.uk/page/building-character/84911

Miss McDonald produced some incredibly relaxing and calming activity videos including a
bedtime meditation and a 15 minute yoga session. Again, you can find them on the school
website by visiting, www.hooleceprimary.co.uk/page/wellbeing/75023 



The beginning of February marks Safer Internet Week. Thousands of organisations get involved
to promote the safe, responsible and positive use of digital technology for children and young
people. Over the next week, we will be providing families with guidance to help ensure your all
safe when using the internet or playing online games.

Safer Internet Week



Further resources you may find helpful in supporting your child online are: 

• Tips, advice and guides for parents and carers from the UK Safer Internet Centre 
(www.saferinternet.org.uk/parents) 
• Advice for parents and carers from Childnet (www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers) 
• The school website has a wealth of information; www.hooleceprimary.co.uk/e-safety



We are celebrating World Book Day this year on Friday 8th
March. We are asking all pupils to come to school dressed up
as a word. This is known as a vocabulary parade!

There are lots of ideas online about simple costumes.

Please ensure that your child’s costume includes a piece of
card with their word clearly written on it and if possible, a ‘child
friendly’ definition of the word.

Each class will take part in some creative vocabulary activities
to encourage pupils to explore and experiment with some of
these new words. There will also be prizes for the most
inventive costumes! Look at these fantastic costume ideas! 



There has been a Viking invasion in
Year 5 this week! 

Olaf the Viking sailed across the
North Sea after hearing fantastic
reports about our school. He shared
with us tales of his life, his travels and
battles that he has had. 

He taught us how to form a shield
wall to protect ourselves during a
battle and even 'treated' us to a duel!
We also learned about the many
realms of the Yggdrasil and we
produced some beautiful artwork.

A Viking
invasion!A Viking
invasion!





Parents’ Evenings for this term will take place before the February Spring Term break. 

Parents/carers may book appointments via the school website www.hooleceprimary.co.uk 
or via the School Spider app. 
If you would prefer a telephone consultation at the time you have booked, please contact the
School office via email to admin@hooleceprimary.cheshire.sch.uk. Unless we hear from families,
we will assume that parents or carers are attending in person. 

Please do not bring children for the appointments where possible.

Parents’ Evenings



Sports News
Chester FC Women is pleased to offer school families the opportunity to access free tickets for
their next two matches!
 
The team are playing Northwich Vixens on Sunday 4th February and Preston North End on
Sunday 11th February, with both games kicking off at 2pm at the Leap 76 Stadium, Bumpers
Lane, Chester CH1 4LT.
 
This offer allows free admission for children and parents or carers to one or both of these
games. To take advantage of the offer, parents or carers just need to register at the below link:
 
https://form.jotform.com/240283026221342 
 
This season the club entered an exciting new chapter when it was announced Chester FC
Women would be playing at the Leap76 Stadium, further raising the profile of women’s football
in Chester. The women's and girls' programme now includes almost 200 players across the first
team, development squad and Under 18s team, an FA Emerging Talent Centre for U10s-U14s, a
Girls Development Centre for ages 8-16 and Wildcats sessions for ages 5-11.

Letting Their Light Shine

Elliot was awarded a First Kicks trophy and a medal for his
spectacular football skills.

Oliver was Star of the Week in Drama club! Watch out
Hollywood!

Daryna is an incredible ice skater and was awarded FIRST
place in a recent competition.

Heidi showed determination has reached level 10 in her
gymnastics!

Ruhaani gave tremendous effort and achieved her Stage 1
in swimming!



Many happy returns
to all our birthdaybuddies!We hope you enjoy

your birthday book!

.Let's celebrate!

Birthdays

Musa, Olivia E,

Trixie, Ayan,

Faya, Zayn,

Alice L  and

Kiefer 

Daisy R

Sharon V

Ivy M

Chloe G

Olivia P

The following children received a class honour for letting their light shine this week!

Bobby L

Amy V

Ruby R

Leo J

Harry M

Harri J

Imogen W

Nifemi I-OBrady D

Ella W Olivia E

Tabby PElmina A



Key Dates 

5-9th February Children’s Mental Health Week

8-15th February Parents’ Evenings 

16th February INSET Day (school closed to pupils)

19-25th February Half-term Holidays

26th February School re-opens

11-15th March Science Week

.

We are supporting  Comic Relief on Friday 15th March, raising funds for families less fortunate
than ourselves.  Children are invited to wear their own clothes and we are asking families to
donate if they can. 

12th February Year 5 Trip to Queens Park High

5th March Reception Vision and Hearing Tests

7th March Year 4 Roman Trip

8th March World Book Day




